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MEDIA RELEASE


24/11/08
In 2008 still hundreds of women and children face homelessness or a return to violence on White Ribbon Day 
Women’s and children’s safety needs must be prioritised
Domestic violence remains the single most prevalent cause for women and children accessing homeless services, many of these women and children are turned away as there is simply not enough resources on the ground to meet demand. Women and children escaping domestic violence risk having to return or remain in an unsafe or violent environment as women’s refuges do not have the room to accommmodate them.

In 2006/07, the national data agency has reported that around 1 in 2 women and children who approached a women’s refuge were turned away. Figures released today by the NSW Women’s Refuge Movement Resource Centre suggest the situation is far from improving.
“A snapshot survey undertaken by the NSW Women’s Refuge Movement Resource Centre (WRM RC) in October this year, found that 30 refuges were forced to turn away 260 women and 332 children in two weeks,” said Catherine Gander, Executive Officer. “These vulnerable women are often forced to return with their children to the violent home they have just fled. There are also women and children who return to live with violence after their stay in a refuge due to the lack of available public housing and affordable private housing.” 
“In just two weeks one women’s refuge had to turn away 36 women and children, of these the refuge knew of 23 women and children returning to live with violence, another refuge turned away 63 women and children the fate of these women and children remains unknown,” said Catherine Gander. 

The NSW Women’s Refuge Movement has grave concerns for the safety of women and children who are unable to access the security of a women’s refuge.  “Women may also be deterred from leaving the violence in the future if they feel there are no services available to help them” said Catherine Gander.

“This is unacceptable, if a woman makes the courageous decision to leave an abusive relationship the community should provide the necessary supports for her and the children” said Catherine Gander. 
“Over the past twelve years women’s refuges have not been unable to keep up with increased operational costs, let alone the increased demand.  The Commonwealth and States must address the funding crisis that women’s refuges are experiencing to ensure these women and children are supported”
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