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MEDIA RELEASE
Embargoed: Monday, November 19th 2007

96% of Women Surveyed Identify Violence Against Women as a Major Problem
The NSW Women’s Refuge Movement applauds New Idea for their ‘Stop the Violence Campaign’ and calls on the nation’s political leaders to condemn violence against women through action and not just rhetoric.  The overwhelming majority New Idea Violence Against Women survey respondents identified violence against women as a major problem, yet Government responses remain idle.  
New Idea’s Violence Against Women survey results support, the overwhelming evidence that violence against women remains at unacceptably high levels in Australia.  Sadly the majority of these acts of abuse and violence against women are perpetrated by those that are meant to be closest to them.  This fact is reflected in the New Idea survey results with ‘partner/husband’ by far the most commonly identified offender of acts of violence (79%).  

At a time when both major political parties are talking up their credentials for easing the burden on Australian families very little is being done to combat domestic terrorism that occurs all too often in Australian homes or to support women and children who take the courageous steps to escape such violence.  This is reflected in the survey results with 78% of respondents remaining in a violent relationship for years, the three most commonly cited reasons for staying were fear, concern about lack of money and having nowhere to go.
“The New Idea Violence Against Women survey results reinforce data obtained from refuges for women and children escaping domestic violence.  That is not only do many women stay in violent relationships due to fear, they also stay due to a lack of financial security and a lack of accommodation and support options.  Around one in two women and two in three children are turned away from accommodation services due to a lack of beds and other resources” said Catherine Gander, Executive Officer of the NSW Women’s Refuge Movement Resource Centre.

“The Women’s Refuge Movement has been calling for stricter laws and reliable responses when violence occurs.  The White Ribbon Survey results indicate that there is broader community support for such action, with majority of respondents indicating that stricter laws and additional funding to services could make a positive difference to women’s safety” said Ms Gander.
The Commonwealth Government needs to show leadership in this area to ensure coordinated and robust responses from all Australian Governments. All Australian Governments need to address persistent areas of inequality between men and women particularly those like housing and income that make women more vulnerable to domestic violence.  A National Strategy to Reduce Violence Against Women is also required. The strategy must have appropriate consultative mechanisms with representative bodies like Women’s Services Network, to ensure that services for women and children experiencing domestic violence have a national voice.
“The delegates from the Women’s Services Network are supporting women and children across Australia everyday and are therefore well placed to advise the Commonwealth on what is needed on the ground so that help is received when and how it is needed most” said Ms Gander.
“It takes a lot of courage to leave an abusive relationship this courage needs to be supported by the community and our Governments.  The use of Government awareness campaigns without sufficient funding to services to meet the needs of all women and children is scandalous” said Ms Gander.
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