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For Immediate Release: 7th March 2007

In 2007 hundreds of women and children face homelessness on International Women’s Day

Women’s and children’s safety needs to be prioritised

Domestic violence remains the single most prevalent cause for women and children accessing homeless services. Despite current strategies the number of women and children homeless as a result of domestic violence in NSW is not decreasing. Women and children escaping domestic violence risk having to return or remain in an unsafe or violent environment as women’s refuges do not have the room to meet demand.

In 2003/04, around 1 in 2 women who approached a refuge were turned away. Around 2 in 3 children were turned away from a homeless assistance service. Most of these children were accompanying women escaping domestic violence.

Many of the women and children turned away do not have the financial capacity to seek other accommodation. Approximately 70% of women in refuges do not have an independent income.

“A snapshot survey undertaken by the NSW Women’s Refuge Movement Resource Centre (WRM RC) in February, found that 24 refuges were forced to turn away 160 women and 163 children in one week,” said Cat Gander, Executive Officer. “These women are often forced to return with their children to the violent home they have just fled. There are also women and children who return to live with violence due to the lack of available public housing and affordable private housing.” 

“Just last week a mother with her 4 children had to return home to live with violence because she didn’t have enough money to pay for rent and other living expenses,” said Cat Gander. 

Cat Gander stated, “The NSW Government needs to develop and co-ordinate an across government integrated domestic violence strategy. If we are to seriously address the issues such as homelessness faced by women and children the strategy needs to be long term and driven by the Premier’s Department.”
CONTACT: Cat Gander Executive Officer

NSW Women’s Refuge Movement Resource Centre

Ph 0419 886 620.
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