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For Immediate Release:  21 July 2006

The NSW Women’s Refuge Movement launches a new fundraising campaign

The NSW Women’s Refuge Movement (WRM) is launching a campaign which uses powerful images of houses without windows and doors, to highlight the plight of women and children escaping domestic violence and the need for  resources to appropriately fund the refuges that accommodate them.
“Last year our member refuges accommodated and supported thousands of  women and children escaping domestic violence” said Ms Marilyn Fogarty, Vice-Chairperson of the NSW Women’s Refuge Movement Working Party. “But unfortunately we had to turn away just as many, as refuges were full. We are very concerned that at least some of these women and children may have had to return to violence, due to lack of other options”.

Statisics from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare show that in 2003/04, around 1 in 2 women who approached a refuge were turned away. Around 2 in 3 children were turned away from a homeless assistance service. Most of these children were accompanying women escaping domestic violence.
No extra funds have been allocated to provide for the increased demand on services in the surplus Federal Budget.

The NSW Women’s Refuge Movement (WRM) is  a statewide representative body of 57 refuges with a specific focus on providing support for women and children escaping domestic violence. “We are committed to addressing the short and long term well being needs of women and children who have suffered the trauma of domestic violence, and we are optimistic that with improved resourcing the outcomes for women and children in our refuges will be greatly improved” stated  Ms Fogarty.
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