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No funds in the $10.8 billion surplus to accommodate women and children escaping domestic violence
Some women and children have to live with violence due to lack of space in refuges

While the federal budget ran a huge surplus this year, women and children escaping domestic violence risk having to return or remain in an unsafe or violent environment as women’s refuges no longer have the room to meet demand.

In 2003/04, around 1 in 2 women who approached a refuge were turned away. Around 2 in 3 children were turned away from a homeless assistance service. Most of these children were accompanying women escaping domestic violence.

“Last year, a snapshot survey of our 56 member refuges found that eleven refuges alone were forced to turn away 367 women and 436 children in a two month period,” said Trish O’Donohue, Chair of the NSW Women’s Refuge Movement. “These women are often forced to return with their children to the violent home they have just fled.” 
A Government commissioned national evaluation concluded that an extra 15% funding is needed just to maintain the viability of existing services and an extra 35-40% to expand existing service capacity to address unmet demand, yet the Federal Government refused to provide for the increased demand on services in the next five year agreement with the States for the joint program funding refuges and services for the homeless. 
Domestic violence is the single most prevalent cause for women and children accessing homeless assistance services in Australia. Services are working to full capacity, but still cannot meet demand.
Trish O’Donohue stated, “We have extreme concerns regarding the growing number of women and children seeking to escape domestic violence that cannot be accommodated. It is unacceptable that with a Federal Government $10.8 billion budget surplus, women and children escaping domestic violence are turned away on a daily basis because refuges are full. The budget surplus should be used to provide adequate funding to the services assisting women and children escaping violence, so that Australia’s most vulnerable are given safe accommodation and adequate support”.
CONTACT: Trish O’Donohue – 0427 733 505.
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