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The NSW women’s refuge movement congratulates the Premier on the changes to the AVO laws

For Immediate Release:  30 June 2006

The NSW Womens Refuge Movement welcomes the announcement from Premier Iemma in relation to the legislative changes to improve the safety and protection of women and children in domestic violence. The changes announced today will offer police a direct line to an on-call judge 24 hours a day for Telephone Interim Orders. This change is in response to what many specialist domestic violence workers including Domestic Violence Liaison Officers have been calling for. 

The Chairperson of the NSW WRM Ms. Trish O’Donohue stated “These changes will certainly remove a level of fear and terror from many victims/survivors of domestic violence and may save lives. Removing the onus from the women to apply for the A.V.O. is huge as she is already carrying the burden of trying to protect her children and herself from further violence. Most women are usually threatened and intimidated by their partners to withdraw any legal action as the men fear the impact it will have on them. It is a very complex set of responsibilities for the women to carry.” This responsibility is better located with the police who have the power and authority to protect the women and children.

It is also important to note that this commitment from the Premier sends out a strong message to women and children living in domestic violence: their Premier cares about them and their safety. This is a huge message and deserves to be applauded by all.

The NSW Womens Refuge Movement is united with the Domestic Violence Committee Coalition in the urgency for this Government to establish a Domestic Violence Homicide Review Team. Currently there is no way of knowing how many women and children die each year from domestic violence. Ms O’Donohue further states: “Until we can accurately know these figures and the details of these crimes it is difficult to develop precise strategies to prevent the level of homicides occurring.” 

The NSW Womens Refuge Movement is committed to working with the NSW Government in further developing effective strategies and programs addressing this most horrific crime.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IS THE WORST CRIME HAPPENING IN THE WORLD TODAY.

For further information please contact Chairperson NSW WRM

Ms.Trish O’Donohue 0427-733-505
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